Oaklea St John’s
November 2026 
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Dear Parents,  
What a lovely Autumn!  
The children have enjoyed some lovely autumn activities, and the children have been enjoying warm autumn walks, exploring the colours of autumn, autumn crafts etc.  As the season changes and the weather cools, please make sure that children arrive with suitable named clothing for being outdoors.  This includes wearing wellies with easy-to-put-on-slippers in their bags.  Please also remember hats, gloves and scarves.   
Children’s photo’s 
Date for your diary: Friday 13th November 9-11:30am. Please simply ask the duty manager to book your slot, if this is not your child’s session.  
Christmas  
We are so grateful to St John’s Church for allowing us to use the church for our Christmas celebration nativity ‘The Greatest Journey’.  This will be on Friday 18th December.  Doors open at 2pm for a 2.10pm start. If your child is not in nursery that day, please meet us at the Church.   Please encourage your child to join their friends and teachers to sing and dance at the front.  However, we must emphasise that if you are attending, you retain responsibility for your child for the duration of the event. Please let Carla or Kerry know if you are able to come and numbers (maximum 4 adults per child). May I remind parents that there are to be NO photographs taken.   At the end of the service, there will be the chance for children to pose for photographs with their teachers.  
 During the last week of term, we will be having children’s Christmas parties – a few games and party snack food. Party hats welcome!  
Father Christmas will be visiting Oaklea St Johns, please look out for further details.
Primary School Applications   
Reminder applications for school needs to be completed and submitted by the national closing date of 15th January 2027.     
https://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions-to-essex-schools-for-the-next-school-year   
 
Staff Training Day   
Date for your diary: Friday 26th February 2027 Oaklea will be CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN, for staff training day on Safeguarding children. 
 
Absences / Running late / holidays  
If you are child will not be attending nursery on the day please report all absences on the nursery on our landline 01206 587448 or if you are running late collecting your child, we ask that you telephone to let us know you are on your way to collect them. Being late can result in a fine.  If you are planning a holiday, please fill in a form that the duty manager can give you or email admin@oakleamontessori.co.uk. As stated in our finance policy, you will still be charged for session FEES. Thank you for your understanding.    
Healthy eating
Just a reminder if you are bringing in your own packed lunch and snacks, please follow Oaklea Montessori’s ‘healthy packed lunch and snack policy’.
Toys  
Please consider keeping toys at home and bringing them at pickup time. Often, they can even be a hindrance (possibly broken, spoiled, played with by another child or even preventing them engaging with nursery equipment).  Thank you!  
Illness 
Please note, we cannot issue unprescribed medication. Additionally, please read our medication policy which includes No Calpol, to reduce the risk of spreading illness – if your child is unwell, please keep them at home where they can rest and recuperate so they can return quickly to explore with their friends and teachers.   
 
Please also see Oaklea’s exclusion policy on our website or ask a duty manager.  
Exclusion policies are essential in childcare settings to prevent the spread of illness andensure a safe environment for all children.  

Please make sure your phone is on throughout the day, or a number that the nursery staff can contact you, in case of your child is unwell or there is an emergency.   

Term dates   
A reminder that the Autumn term finishes for ALL children on Friday 18th December, and the new term starts on Monday 4th January 2027. 
 
That’s all for now… we look forward to sharing your child’s learning and development with you. 
 
Yours sincerely,   
Dawn Lewis		 				Carla Gunn	     
Oaklea Director					Setting Manager    
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 2026/ 2027 Term Dates          
Autumn Term 2026        
Monday 7 September 2026 – Friday 18 December 2026     
Friday 13th November PM – Nursery Photographs 
Friday 18th December 2026 @ 2pm – Oaklea’s Nativity 
Spring Term 2027        
Monday 4th January 2027 – Thursday 25th March 2027  
Half Term 15th February – 19th February  
Friday 26th February 2027 Staff Training Day CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Friday 26th March 2027: Good Friday – Bank Holiday CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Monday 29th March 2027: Easter Monday – Bank Holiday CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Summer Term 2027        
Monday 12 April 2027 – Friday 16 July 2027  
Half Term 31 May – 4th June
May Bank Holiday – 3rd May CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Bank Holiday – 31st May CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
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