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Dear Parents,   
Wimpole Road roadworks
You may be aware that the roadworks is still ongoing, this may cause delays, and you may wish to add some extra time to your journeys.

School leavers 
Again, we reach the bitter-sweet time of year when we prepare to say ‘goodbye’ to children moving onto school. Although we are sorry to see them go, we are delighted to look back and see how they have progressed over their time with us. We celebrate as we see them confidently move into their next stage of learning and development with strong foundations.

You will soon receive your child’s final assessment.  Please remember to reply with your comments as soon as your child’s final assessment has been published. When your child leaves, we must ‘unregister’ them from Iconnect (data protection regulations) and you will no longer be able to access your child’s observations through parentzone.  Some parents may wish to send themselves ‘A Day in the Life’ report (through Parentzone) to keep (or print) at home. Please don’t forget to download everything you want to keep. In the next few weeks, we will only be doing WOW moments for our school leavers.

We are delighted that we have been invited to go to St Stephen’s Church for our Leavers’ Celebration.  This will take place at 10am on Tuesday 15th July. Please do not come earlier than this as we have to set up!  If your child is booked in that morning, we will escort them to the church.  If your child does not attend on Tuesday morning, please bring them to the event and encourage them to sit with their friends for the duration of the event.  Please note, this event is just for children who are leaving to start Primary School.  Please do NOT take photographs, there are some very good reasons why some parents and carers do not wish their child’s photograph to be taken!  You may want to take photos after the Celebration with your child’s friends (if parents agree) and staff members.   

Please see the Essex school readiness poster at the end of this newsletter.

We wish all our leavers well as they go to school. Thank you for entrusting your children to our care; it has been a privilege to share their journey and see them now ready for their next steps.

[bookmark: _Hlk200627251]PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR CHILD’S LAST DAY AT OAKLEA MONTESSORI NURSERY, VIA EMAIL admin@oakleamontessori.co.uk Stretched funding will finish on 31st August 2025.

Staff Training Day
Thursday 4th September. Reminder that Oaklea will be closed for staff training day, to all children.




Booking Sessions   
We are open throughout the holidays, if you would like your child to attend, you must advise us no later than Friday 27th June for the 6 weeks holiday. Please think ahead NOW, as we need to have the correct staff / child ratios! 

Our 6 weeks holiday theme is ‘animals’, which will include animal songs; animal craft; animal verb game; animal science activities and looking at life cycles. We look forward to your child learning more about the animal kingdom.

We would also like to remind you that we are registered for children to 8 years old.  Some working parents continue to book their children in for Holiday Activity Days in the school holidays.  By limiting the numbers of school aged children (and limiting them to Oaklea Leavers), we find that the holidays have a lovely ‘Oaklea family feel’.  Please let us know if you think this might be of interest for you!  

Funding    
For families who receive funded sessions, we require a funding form to be completed for the Autumn term, these will be sent out shortly. All funding for the autumn term must be completed by the 31st August 2025 to be valid for use in the autumn term.

Important note: If we do not receive a completed and signed funding form, your child may not receive funding for the Autumn Term resulting in sessions being invoiced.   
You can find out more information regarding funding available and tax free childcare at: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/   
 
Absence and holidays 
Please can we kindly remind parents if your child is going to be absent, to inform the nursery before your child’s session starts. Also, if your child will not be in due to holiday or planned absence, then please let the nursery know in writing as soon as possible, forms are available, please ask a duty manager. As stated in our finance policy, you will still be charged for session FEES.

Useful Tips for Holiday periods:
Picnic thoughts: Ideas for healthy packed lunches See www.nhs.uk//healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

Choking hazards food safety advice for the under 5’s (taken from FSA – food.gov.uk) Ensure that young children are alert and seated safely upright whilst eating. 
Young children should be supervised at all times while eating. 
Teach children to chew food well and take their time during meals. 
Remove stones from fruits, cut small round fruits like grapes, cherries, strawberries, cherry tomatoes lengthways and then again in halves (so they are in quarters for the child). 
Cut large fruits, like melon, into slices instead of chunks 
Cut sausages etc into short strips lengthways. 
Remove bones from meat or fish Whole nuts should not be given to the under 5’s.
Cut bread items into narrow strips (bread can form a ball shape at the back of a child’s throat if not chewed properly. 
Do not give under 5’s popcorn, chewing gum, marshmallows, raw jelly cubes, ice cubes or boiled/hard/ gooey sweets.

Sun Safety: 
See www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/first-aid-and-safety/safety/safety-in-the-sun
 

Reminders
Please continue to dress your children for the weather and activities that children engage in.  Please make sure your child has sun protection applied before they arrive at nursery.  Even in the summer, children need to arrive wearing wellies/crocs with easy-to-put-on indoor shoes in their bags.  They also need a change of clothing in their bags.  Please make sure that all clothing is clearly NAMED.  Thank you! 

If you are running late collecting your child, we ask that you telephone to let us know you are on your way to collect them. Being late can result in a fine.

Illness/Sickness: If your child is suffering from sickness or diarrhoea our policy is that they are not to return until 48 hours after their last bout. 
Although chicken pox is usually a mild illness, it is extremely contagious. Therefore, if you suspect your child may have chicken pox, national guidance is that your child must be excluded from nursery until 5 days after spots appear. Whilst exclusion is usually 5 days, all lesions must be crusted over before they return to nursery.

Also, please make sure your phone is on throughout the day, or a number that the nursery staff can contact you, in case of your child is unwell or there is an emergency. 

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,   
Dawn Lewis		 				Marie Zoulova	  
Oaklea Director					Setting Manager 

2025 Term Dates     
 
Summer Term 2025     
Tuesday 22nd April -Tuesday 22nd July 2025   
NT  School Leavers celebration – School Leavers celebration at St Stephen’s church Tuesday 15th July at 10am  
[bookmark: _Hlk200627088]August bank holiday: Monday 25th August, CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN
 
Autumn Term 2025      
Staff Training Day – Thursday 4th September CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Monday 8th September – Friday 19th December  
Half term 27th October – 31st October  

Spring Term 2026      
Monday 5 January 2026 – Friday 27 March 2026 
Half Term 16 February - 20 February 
Good Friday 3rd April – CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN
Easter Monday 6th April – CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN

Summer Term 2026    
Monday 13 April 2026 – Friday 17 July 2026 
May Bank Holiday - 4 May CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN
Half Term 25 May – 29 May
Spring Bank Holiday 25th May – CLOSED FOR ALL CHILDREN
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